The History




BAMFORTHS AUTO €LECTRIC S€RVICE

Coral retired in the late 70s and handed over the business to Fern and the company was incorporated as Bamforth
Automotive, Inc.

Two of Fern's boys, Gary and Scott (current owners), took a keen interest in the company as they grew up.
Eventually, Fern retired around the year 2000 and the sons took the reins. Doing business as (dba) Bamforth Marine,

they phased out the automotive side of the business and concentrated on the outboard and boat sales and service. The
company has continued to prosper under their leadership and show due respect for their grandfathers legacy.




1990 story from a local newspaper, The Times Record, about Coral Bamforth and the

company he started. The entire story is more legible on the following two slides.

Success comes from tragedy

- Bamforth’s a famtlmr face at shop he started in 1924

B].f Martin McKenna
Times Record News Editor

BRUNSWICK — Coral Bamforth
doesn’t remember exactly how he lost
his right hand 66 years ago, but he

| knows he was on the wrong side of the

planer,he was running in the old
Douglas lumber yard and it was
filling up with shavings and he must
have lost his balance when he reached
in to clear it out.

The accident — in a time before
workers' compensation and welfare

| — left the 23-year-old mechanic with
| & family to feed, little money and no

| job.

| *I knew I had to work because
| three of those four children up there
were born at that time,” he said,
pointing to photographs on the
mantle above his fireplace. “You
don't know how many times [ felt like
giving up. But how could you? I had

| " to be successful.”

Today, two or three times a week,
he drives to the business he built
single-handedly, so to speak, from

| that tragedy, He drops into chat with

some of the 15 or so employees at
Bamforth's Automotive Inc. He likes
to run into former cuatomers, people
who helped him survive and thrive in
Brunswick,

“When you've been in business a

| long time, you never get tired of

meeting customers you used to do
business with." he said.

He is thankful for their patronage,
but it is his wife, June, who gets
|Bamforth’s credit for carrying the

CORAL BAMFORTH

family through the darkest days. His
eyes mist at the memory of June, who
died in 1977, caring for the children
alone when he went to Boston for six
months in 1923 to learn how to build
batteries.

“She's the one who went through
it," he said.

The state paid Bamforth's tuition,

He paid room and board. His wife and
kids got by with help from their
families. Bamforth's parents — his
mother a Canadian, his father En-
glish — had produced 13 children.
His folks' house on the Harpswell

Road, where he was born in 1899,
burned some time ago. A subdivision
of five new houses has replaced it. He

lives next to it.

Bamforth's children didn't scatter.
One daughter livea next door, an-
other nearby, the third in East
Brunswick. His son, a top turret
gunner in World War II, was killed in
action over France,

Bamforth returned from Boston in
March 1924 and opened a shop on
Union Street with $400, all the
money he had. He sold batteries and
did electrical work on cars, though he
didn't own one himself.

He hefted heavy batteries for
years, gradually expanding the
business and eventually moving it to
Maine Street. Now it is a warren of
rooms where auto parts are astocked,
hundreds of boat motors are stored
and boats are sold and repaired.

It appears much as it did 11 years
ago when Bamforth retired and
handed the operation of the business
over to a family corporation. He is
welcome every time he drops in,
manager Roger Bergeron said.

“He comes in, puts his two cents |

worth in and that's about it,” Ber-
geron said, “He’s a real gentleman."”

It gives Bamforth a chance to drive
his Chevy, If he couldn't drive, he
said, he'd give up,

“I've got nowhere else to go,”
Bamforth said. “Besides, they like to
see my face as much as 1 like to see
theirs. And sometimes I run into old
customers. Occasionally someone
comes in and asks if I'm atill kicking

around,"
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in to chat with some of the 15 or so employees at Bamforth’s Automotive Inc. He likes to run into former customers, people
who helped him survive and thrive in Brunswick.

“When you’ve been in business a long time, you never get tired of meeting customers you used to do business with.” he said.

He is thankful for their patronage, but it is his wife, June, who gets Bamforth'’s credit for carrying the family through the
darkest days. His eyes mist at the memory of June, who died in 1977, caring for the children alone when he went to Boston for

six months in 1923 to learn how to build batteries.

“She’s the one who went through it,” he said.

The state paid Bamforth’s tuition. He paid room and board. His wife and kids got by with help from their families. Bamforth’s
parents — his mother Canadian, his father English — had produced 13 children.

l Story continues on the next slide l



His folks’ house on the Harpswell Road, where he was born in 1899, burned some time ago. A subdivision of five new houses
has replaced it. He lives next to it.

Bamforth’s children didn’t scatter. One daughter lives next door, another nearby, the third in East Brunswick. His son, a top
turret gunner in World War Il, was killed in action over France.

Bamforth returned from Boston on March 1924 and opened a shop on Union Street with $400, all the money he had. He
sold batteries and did electrical work on cars, though he didn’t own one himself.

He hefted heavy batteries for years, gradually expanding the business and eventually moving it to Maine Street. Now it is a
warren of rooms where auto parts are stocked, hundreds of boat motors are stored and boats are sold and repaired.

It appears much as it did 11 years ago when Bamforth retired and handed the operation of the business over to a family
corporation. He is welcome every time he drops in, manager Roger Bourgoin said.

“He comes in, puts his two cents worth in and that’s about it,” Bourgoin said. “He’s a real gentleman.”




ne original shop on Union St., one block west
of Maine St.
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206 Maine St.




Starting from the left is the Bamforth's youngest daughter, Muriel. Next is her
mom, June Bamforth (wife to Coral Bamforth). And standing is her son-in-law
Fernand "Fern” Favreau. Fern is the father to the current owners, Gary and Scott
Favreau.

Fern started working for his father-in-law shortly after WWII. Fern assumed
ownership in 1983 and operated the company until retiring in 2000.




Elinor and Fern Favreau were married




Right-Leon Bamforth, Coral's son, was
killed in action by shrapnel while
serving as a B-17 top turret gunner on

a mission over France in July 1944.

Distinguished Flying Cross,
which Leon received

posthumously.

Left-During WWII, Fern worked on
planes similar to this Martin B-24
Marauder. Photo taken in 1946 at
Lakeland, Florida. It is thought that
Fern either took the photo, or is one of
the two men in the photo!?



Coral chatting with a customer in 1946
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RIGHT - Bamforth's 1935 tow truck.
BELOW - 206 Maine St. on the left
and 200 Maine St. to the right.
Fern is seen on the left shoveling
snow from the sidewalk.
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The very first Evinrude outb
sold by Bamforth's was a 19«
9.7 horsepower. The outboz
pictured to the right is that
outboard.

It was returned to Bamforth's
a good will gesture from the
original owner.

The color photo inset featuri
that outboard model was use
for the Evinrude brochure of
that year.



Starting as Bamforth's Auto Electric Service in 1924. This photo is at
200 Maine St. Circa 1950's
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Fern's 1955 Service Certificate from Evinrude

Servvice Cevtificate

TI’IIS certifies fhat FERNAND FAVREA U

has satisfactorily completed a course of
study in Evinrude service and repair

At BANGOR, MAINE

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

Date: February 15, 1955
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